

  ACTON TRUSSELL, BEDNALL & TEDDESLEY HAY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON Wednesday 18th September 2024 
at 8.00 pm in the Parish Community Centre.
Present A Thompson (Chair) B Underhill, T Williams T Parrott, S Calvert,, D Marsden, B Dellicompagni

D Cllr A Adams Two members of the public                               in attendance Clerk D W Wright
Public Session
The frequency of the bus service in Acton Trussell had been reduced since the damage to the Mill Lane  bridge and the last bus from Stafford was now 3.30pm and the earliest bus was 9.30am which made the service unusable for College or work purposes. The operator has changed and provides the bus by diverting the Penkridge -Stafford route though Acton Trussell on alternate journeys. Previous efforts to provide better service in Acton Trussell have been unsuccessful because of lack of usage. It was asked if the timings could be adjusted to be more useful. The residents were asked to collect names of likely users to see if any changes could be justified.
Apologies:,   Cllr B Wyatt, C Cllr D Williams
24.086 Declarations of interest:  
None. 

24.087   Co-option of Councillor.  One vacancy remains but no nominations have been received.

24.088 Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of 17th July had been circulated previously. The minutes were approved and signed by the Chairman. 
24.089   Matters Arising      
The reorganization of the Charity Trusts associated with the Community Centre was still ongoing. The registration with the Land Registry is in progress using a solicitor. Two SIDs have been delivered to Cllr Dellicompagni.
24.090  County Councillors Report.  No Report
24.091 District Councillors Report   Cllr A Adams   
He had raised the possibility of a right turn restriction on the exit from Catch Corner linked to the recent application from Mc Donalds but this was not successful. The District Plan is now ready for  for submission to the Inspectorate but the policy of the new Labour government may lead to major changes. Solar farms can now be much larger,150 Megawatts and there will be changes to the ‘Grey Belt’.  Percentage of social housing will now apply to all developments not just those of more than 30 houses. SSDC has only a 1 year supply of land.
24.092 Parish Plan 
a) Community Centre & Recreation Field. 

Grant applications have been submitted quite large developments include a MultiUse Games Area, changing rooms and a new kitchen. Ownership of the Centre is being discussed.

b) Website  An application will be made for a .gov.uk domain and related email addresses so that personal emails are no longer used for the Parish Council and Councillors.

c) Environment and Climate Change.

Bednall is our only competitor in the Best Kept Village but the Planters in Acton Trussell are being maintained. Awaiting the results of this years competition.
Benches. The three benches provided by the Mens’ Society would be located by the telephone box, by the playing field and on the Canal towpath. The cast iron memorial benches funded by the crowd funding venture will be located by the bus shelter and by the Post box in Leese Lane. All the benches will be fitted by Malcolm Nicholas.

The hedge on Top Road/Cooks bank has been levelled by M Bissell but the tree stumps now need grinding down.

d) Highways.

A review of the sites for the SIDs with the local agent found that one site, Acton Hill Road, is unsuitable. Trying to obtain further quotations from suitable contractors to install the poles. Initial costs would be £1900 to install the two poles. It was agreed that the Patrish Council would proceed with this work.
24.093 Finance
Carpark land in Bednall. A request had been made for the parish council to pay the legal fees of the vendor related to the sale of the land, The Parish Council discussed this but  declined  this request.
a) The accounts for the year up to 18th September were presented. A scanned copy of the cashbook had been circulated to Councillors. The Investment account is currently £40,678.16.  The Current account cashbook balance was £7,988.00
b) Payment had been made between meetings for

 Ditton Services -grass Aug & Sept 2024    Standing Order          £   1814.00
Hugofox website July & August   Standing Order

            £       47.98


c) The following cheques were agreed for payment.

Clerks salary –(less tax) Aug-Sept 2024
  

  
£     780.00

Inland Revenue (PAYE)




 
£       78.00
Mazars LLP-  External Audit






£     252.00

M Bissell -Hedge trimming




£     474.00
Information Commissioner -Data Registration


£       40.00 








Total      £   1624.00 




Effective Cashbook balance £ 6,364
24.094 Planning   

The following planning application is awaiting a decision.

24/000629/   Brades   Lower Penkridge Road Acton Trussell

Remove existing rear conservatory and the erection of an orangery

The following applications have been approved

24/000553/LUP  Parkgate Lodge Teddesley Road Penkridge

Construction of detached outbuilding containing workshop, garden storage and 

for ancillary use to main dwelling

24/00519/FUL McDonalds Acton Court Acton Gate

Proposed installation of two rapid charging electric vehicle stations.

24/00497 /FULHH Ashcroft Meadow Lane Acton Trussell

Storage Outbuilding

The affordable housing being constructed in Bednall are progressing rapidly. The Housing Association has been asked to provide a guide to people on how to apply for the properties.

Now looking at a possible Neighbourhood Plan for the villages with assistance from the planning consultant. Such a plan, if approved, may help to control how development is carried out in the Parish.

24.095 Correspondence
Letter from a Bednall resident raising concerns about planning compliance, potholes and drainage
24.096 Risks   Potholes, footpath surfaces and drains. 
24.097 Next meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday16th October 2024 
at 8.00pm in the Parish Community Centre.  
The meeting was closed at 9.35 pm

Minutes of 18th September 2024
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