

  ACTON TRUSSELL, BEDNALL & TEDDESLEY HAY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON Wednesday 17th January 2024 at 8.00pm. 
Present A Thompson(Chair), B Wyatt, T Parrot, B Underhill, ,
C Cllr D Williams D Cllr S Harper-Wallis DCllr A Adams


in attendance Clerk D W Wright
Two members of the public
Public Session
Lesley Birch from Housing Plus presented the current state of the affordable housing and associated carpark in Bednall. The original building contractor had sold his business so that a new contractor was required who was willing to build the carpark. A new contractor ,Harper Group, had been found but it was necessary to satisfy the full 106 agreement with the District Council. Some changes had been requested to the Maintenance Agreement for the carpark which would be maintained by the Parish Council once the carpark was completed and taken over.
Apologies:, S Calvert B Dellicompagni D Marsden, T Williams 
24.01 Declarations of interest:  None
24.02   Co-option of Councillor..  One vacancy remains but no nominations have been received.

24.03 Minutes
The minutes of 15th November 2023 had been previously circulated. The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
24.04   Matters Arising      
None.
24.05  County Councillors Report.  It has been a busy period and Highways are ahead of plan on resurfacing. They currently have 17~20 undertakers who want to dig up pathways.  122 potholes were notified and they did 87 Category 1 potholes within 24 hours. A monthly update is being created on how Highways are doing. There has been a discussion between the parish council and highways department to understand how best to provide information to facilitate pothole repairs.

It is the same workforce for repairs and for gritting. Currently almost all the workforce is out gritting. Gritting lorries are now computer controlled so that the amount of grit can be varied to suit conditions and the locality. The Highways repaired 16,000 potholes last year and hope to do 20,000 next year.

24.06 District Councillors Report   Sam Harper-Wallis
Plans are proposed for 250 dwellings to the North of Penkridge with proposed Community Centre and housing for elderly residents. The Council needs to plan for the next few years. It is reviewing the results of the residents’ survey. 
24.07 Parish Plan 
a) Car Park funding

Cllr Wyatt updated the council on his discussions so far with legalfirms on using part of the Acton General Charity fund for land purchase.  The Management agreement for the maintenance of the carpark land needs updating if the land is to be purchased by the Acton Trussell General Charity rather than the Parish Council. The present  agreement including changes made by SSDC legal department will be circulated.
b)  Community Centre & Recreation Field. 

The football teams are now playing on waterlogged pitches and the changing rooms arenow being used much more. Looking at applying for funding for the Mens toilet and for the replacement gas cooker. There is a possible need to replace the doors on the extension to the hall and to fit lights to the end of the building to light access from the carpark. Bookings are generally good. The Parish Council would prefer that any replacement doors are hardwood in keeping with the building.
The Mens Society has three sustainable seats which need siting in Acton Trussell and two others are being crowd funded. These could be located at Miss Pickerings Field, triangle by telephone box, Lees Lane, and corner of Acton Hill Road and Top Road. There has been discussion about the siting and some objections. Once an agreed arrangement has been formed, the information will be circulated for comment by residents. M Nicholas will carry out installation of all the benches.
c) Communication.  Community website running well but intend to change hosting supplier to reduce costs. 
d) Environment.-   A draft tender schedule for the new three yearly maintenance contract for 2024-2027 was approved by the Parish Council.
e) Highways and Transport.  No response from Police Commissioner. Keep reporting potholes.
24.08 Finance
a) The accounts for the year up to 17th January 2024 were presented. The Investment account is currently £31,365.22. The Current account balance is now £19,233.94.
Payment had been made between meetings for

Ditton Services -grass cutting     Dec 2023     Standing Order
£       780.00

Ditton Services -grass cutting     Jan 2024     Standing Order          £       780.00

The following cheques were agreed for payment.
Clerk’s salary – (less tax) Dec- Jan   


 
£       558.00

Inland Revenue (PAYE)




 
£       139.50
V A Peach Bednall BKV 





£       219.05








Total  
 £       916.55  




Effective Cashbook balance £ 18,317.39
b) Precept

The Clerk had circulated a draft budget and precept schedule for 2024/25 based on no increase in the precept. The Council reviewed the budget and agreed that it generally covered the expected expenditure but that it did not properly take into account expected future inflation and drain clearance work. It was then agreed to make an increase (+£1500) on the previous precept. ( ~ 5%).  A revised budget will be published.

Resolved that Acton Trussell, Bednall with Teddesley Hay Parish Council set a precept demand of £31,500 for 2024/25.
24.09 Planning

The following planning applications are awaiting a decision.

23/00887/FUL Spring Paddock Common Lane Bednall

Demolition of existing building and change of use of land for siting of a shepherd’s hut for use as a holiday let.

23/00618/FUL Tudor House Mill Lane Acton Trussell

Installation of ground mounted  Solar PV system of 3 Arrays for personal use only.
23/01029/FUL/HH  Bednall Hall Farm Common Lane Bednall

Excavation of earth to lay a patio area at the rear of the property.

23/00936/FUL/HH Ivy House Lower Penkridge Road Acton Trussell

Oak framed garage with workshop carport and store above

23/01024/FUL Land of Common Lane Bednall

New access to agricultural field.

24.010 Correspondence

SSDC – Parish Summit. Feb 1st
24.011 Risks   Potholes, footpath surfaces and drains. 
24.012 Reports from Councillors:   None.
24.013 Next meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 21st February 2024 
at 8.00 pm in Bednall Church
The meeting was closed at 10.05 pm.                                  
Minutes of 17th January 2024
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