

  ACTON TRUSSELL, BEDNALL & TEDDESLEY HAY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON Wednesday 15th November 2023 at 8.00pm. 
Present A Thompson(Chair),, ,T Williams, B Wyatt, T Parrot, B Underhill, D Marsden,
D Cllr S Harper-Wallis




in attendance Clerk D W Wright
One member of the public
Public Session
None.
23.0120 Apologies:, S Calvert B Dellicompagni C Cllr D Williams DCllr A Adams
23.0121 Declarations of interest:  None
23.0122   Co-option of Councillors.  One vacancy remains but no nominations have been received.

23.0123 Minutes
The minutes of 18th October 2023 had been previously circulated. The minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman

23.0124   Matters Arising      
New white lines had been painted around potholes but the potholes still need fixing. Flooding is a major problem on Acton Hill Lane at junction with A34.
23.0125  County Councillors Report.  None. The application for a grant towards replacing the Community Centre gas cooker had been rejected and it was suggested that an electric cooker be installed instead. This would require an expensive rewiring of the supply to the building.
23.0126 District Councillors Report   Sam Harper-Wallis
The Council needs to plan for the next few years. It is reviewing the results of the residents’ survey. Demographic change will mean that 2/3 of residents in South Staffordshire will be over 65. The Council is working out how to take account of this change. There are 180 houses planned in North Penkridge and this plan will be considered when the full master plan is available as the scheme is part of more development both sides of the A449. Consultation is in progress about development of the land around Junction 12 of the M6 near Dunston for a logistics centre. Taxi licensing has been outsourced to Wolverhampton Council and this has reduced the costs.
It was suggested that a Councillors surgery could be held in Acton Trussell. The Community Centre would offer a room for three hours free on a suitable date. He noted that there was a large amount of money available from 106 agreements relating to the housing developments and the Parish Council should approach the Section 106 officer.

23.0127  Parish Plan
a) Car Park funding

Cllr Wyatt has contacted 5 legal firms who claim charity expertise. Replies have been received. Two responses are negative on our chances of success in releasing funds from the charity. The costs are likely to more than the budgeted v£1500 but less than £ 2000 Cllr Wyatt will circulate a summary and recommendations tomorrow. Lawyers will be instructed and paid by the Parish Council. It is thought it will take 3 ~ 6 months. It was agreed to pay for written valuation for the land ~ £600. The Management agreement for the maintenance of the carpark land needs updating if the land is to be purchased by the Acton Trussell General Charity rather than the Parish Council.

b)  Community Centre & Recreation Field. 

Having a green replacement of the cooker with an electric unit would cost ~ £7000 but replace the Centre electricity system would cost £25000. A guaranteed supply would be required. Hire fees are being increased due to the increased energy costs. A new front door is required because the existing on is warped.

The Mens Society has three sustainable seats which need siting in Acton Trussell and two others are being crowd funded. These could be located at Miss Pickerings Field, triangle by telephone box, Lees Lane, and corner of Acton Hill Road and Top Road.

c) Communication.  Community website running well. The Community Centre booking application   is now linked to the BATTH website. 
d) Environment.-  
e) Highways and Transport.  No response from Police Commissioner.. Cllr Dellicompagni will get updated quotes for the SIDs and the installation costs.    Cllr Wyatt has been pressing on potholes in Mill Lane and Acton Hill Road. This has been escalated to the Chief Executive and the legal department.. A major pothole in Common Lane Bednall has damaged several cars. The Partish Council is considering using Social Media to press for action and to elevate to the Chief Executive to try to get some movement.
23.0128 Finance

a) The accounts for the year up to 15th November were presented. The Investment account is currently £31,294.96.  The Current account cashbook balance was £25,412.69
b) Payment had been made between meetings for

 Ditton Services -grass cutting     November   Standing Order          £  780.00
c) The following cheques were agreed for payment.

Clerks salary –(less tax) November 2023
  

  
£     279.00
Clerk’s Home as Office ( less tax)




£     240.00

Inland Revenue (PAYE)




 
£      129.75
Acton General Charity





£      766.00

A Thompson – Website renewal




£      123.42








Total      £   1538.17



Effective Cashbook balance £ 23,874.52

Subsequently payment has been made to Bayliss & Cooke of the sum of  £ 3812.60 in respect of the Insurance for the Community Centre.

23.0129 Planning

The following planning applications are awaiting a decision.

23/00887/FUL Spring Paddock Common Lane Bednall

Demolition of existing building and change of use of land for siting of a shepherd’s hut for use as a holiday let.

23/00753/FUL The Seven Stars Cannock Road Bednall

Retention of tipi for social functions along with associated compound, oil tank and space heater.

The Stables Field to north of Parkgate Lodge Teddesley Road Penkridge

Proposed retention of traveller site on the site - Discharge of condition 5

23/00618/FUL Tudor House Mill Lane Acton Trussell

Installation of ground mounted  Solar PV system of 3 Arrays for personal use only.
23.0130 Correspondence

Glasdon   - Street furniture
23.0131 Risks   Potholes, footpath surfaces and drains. 
23.0132 Reports from Councillors:  
 Land encroachment.   Approach SSDC solicitor on the legal issues and send photos and land registry documents to Cllr Wyatt and Thompson. 
It was agreed to hold the February meeting on Wednesday 21st February in Bednall Church. The last meeting held there was well attended by local residents.

23.0133 Next meeting 

The next Parish Council Meeting will be held on Wednesday 17th January 2024 
at 8.00 pm in Acton Trussell Community Centre.  
This meeting will discuss the proposed budget and set a Precept for 2024-25

The meeting was closed at 10.05 pm.                                  
Minutes of 15th November 2023
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